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allow this intelligence tool and to 
allow other intelligence tools to erode 
continually. 

Yes, America’s more vulnerable 
today than it was 3 weeks ago. America 
is more vulnerable today than it was 14 
months ago because, on national secu-
rity issue after national security issue, 
the other side refuses to give our intel-
ligence community the tools that they 
need to keep America safe. These tools 
have developed. They’ve evolved. 
They’ve been working very, very well 
in protecting America. But for the last 
14 months, the majority has not only 
let these tools evolve and deteriorate, 
in many cases they’ve been under di-
rect attack from the majority. Today 
our intelligence community is paying a 
price because they do not have the 
tools necessary to keep America safe. 
Hopefully, America will not pay a price 
because the intelligence community 
hasn’t been given the tools by the ma-
jority to keep America safe. 

It’s time to bring the Senate bill to 
the floor. This is a bill that has wide-
spread support, passed by 68 votes in 
the Senate, supported by a majority of 
the Republicans and the Democrats in 
the Senate. 

Bring that bill to the House. Bring it 
up right after the GIVE Act. Make sure 
that we’ve got the tools in place to 
keep America safe and to keep the peo-
ple working in this program and other 
programs safe. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. 
Madam Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to 
my colleague on the Healthy Families 
and Communities Subcommittee, the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. SAR-
BANES). 

Mr. SARBANES. Madam Chairman, I 
rise today to commend Chairman MIL-
LER, Chairwoman MCCARTHY, Ranking 
Member MCKEON, and others for put-
ting together a very strong reauthor-
ization of the National and Community 
Service Act of 1990 and the Domestic 
Volunteer Service Act of 1973. 
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It supports the Nation’s priorities in 

a number of important areas. In par-
ticular, I’d like to thank the commit-
tee’s leadership for recognizing the 
critical role that veterans and older 
Americans can play in solving prob-
lems and strengthening communities, 
by recommending several new provi-
sions. 

Our veterans are simply the best of 
what this country has to offer, both 
with respect to their exemplary char-
acter and the technical, professional, 
and administrative expertise which 
they acquire during their years of serv-
ice. They are an invaluable and un-
tapped resource to underserved com-
munities. America should embrace the 
opportunity to establish a well-defined 
veterans-centered and -integrated com-
munity support system based on na-
tional and community service. The 
GIVE Act begins a national conversa-
tion on how to make this happen. 

Every day nearly 8,000 of the Nation’s 
78 million baby boomers turn 60. We 

know from research that the vast ma-
jority plan to work or stay engaged in 
their community well past traditional 
retirement age. This is a wonderful op-
portunity, given their stated interest 
in helping others and the ever-wors-
ening labor shortage in education, 
health care, government, and nonprofit 
work. 

I’m a strong supporter of the idea 
that those who have finished their mid- 
life careers can be a force for social 
good in the 21st century. By turning 
the aging of America into a positive 
story, we can tap into this energy. It is 
going to take creativity, experimen-
tation, bold action, and looking to the 
future more than the past. Congress 
has a critical responsibility, along with 
the States and the private sector, to 
ensure baby boomers will have the op-
portunity to serve. 

We talk about this wave of returning 
veterans, and we talk about the demo-
graphic wave of aging Americans. How 
you respond to a wave depends on how 
you position yourself. That wave can 
either come crashing down on us, or it 
can be a wave that lifts us up and 
moves us forward. 

I look forward to continuing to work 
with the committee and this Congress 
to explore additional proposals to cap-
ture the energy, idealism, and talent of 
our veterans and millions of older 
Americans who want to make a major 
contribution to the public good. 

Mr. PLATTS. Madam Chairman, I 
certainly am pleased to be part of mov-
ing this legislation, the GIVE Act; but 
I do want to associate myself with the 
gentleman from Michigan, the ranking 
member of the House Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, on the impor-
tance of us moving the reauthorization 
of FISA; and, hopefully, we will get to 
that as quickly as possible and restore 
the tools to our intelligence commu-
nity they need to protect our Nation 
and our citizens. 

With that, I’d like to yield as much 
time as he may consume to the distin-
guished gentleman from Connecticut 
(Mr. SHAYS). 

Mr. SHAYS. Madam Chairman, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding to 
me. 

Frankly, I don’t think there is a 
more important bill than this; and yet 
to hear some of the critics, it’s like 
we’re just paying people to be volun-
teers. 

The thing I love about Ronald 
Reagan was Ronald Reagan believed in 
the future of America, the youth of 
America, and that the best was yet to 
come. And he gave us a sense of hope, 
as did President Kennedy. 

When President Kennedy talked 
about the Peace Corps, I was in eighth 
grade. My parents bought a TV set to 
listen to the debate between Nixon and 
President Kennedy, and I was just en-
thralled by a President who asked me, 
a young person, to do something for 
the world, and that was to become a 
Peace Corps volunteer. 

And from that point on, that was one 
of my dreams. It was something I 

wanted to do . . . become a Peace 
Corps Volunteer. 

Guess what? Peace Corps volunteers 
are paid. We earn a salary and are 
given a stipend because we have to eat. 
We are given a certain sum of money at 
the end, not for education, but to 
frankly be able to come back and just 
buy some clothes. When you clean your 
underwear on rocks for 2 years, you 
don’t want to continue to wear them 
when you get home. 

So what did President Clinton want 
to do? He said we have the Peace Corps 
for those who volunteer overseas. And 
we have Vista for those who want to be 
of service in these United States. But 
we can make Vista better. We’re going 
to have expanded national service here 
at home, and by the way, while this 
was happening we in Congress were 
getting rid of summer jobs for kids. 

The President said and I want this 
expanded national service program to 
be a bipartisan proposal. I want to 
work with Republicans. Let’s make 
this something all of us can get behind. 

I got excited with his call to us. Let’s 
work together, and we did. Because in-
stead of a national program where one- 
size-fits-all, he said it’s going to be a 
competitive process, something Repub-
lican should like. 

And by the way, I’ll just say par-
enthetically, Ms. MATSUI has an 
amendment that I am a chief cosponsor 
of that says let’s have more of the dol-
lars be competed for by State and local 
communities. It’s an amendment that 
should pass. 

So what we did is have a national 
program called AmeriCorps, but we had 
two-thirds of it going to the States. 
Now, the problem with that is you’re 
going to have some bad programs that 
might get funded. The good thing 
about it is you’re going to have some 
great programs that are going to be 
funded. And so former President Clin-
ton took a risk. He said instead of hav-
ing a one-size-fits-all, which would 
mean we’ll have vanilla, and, no one 
can criticize it, we had some great pro-
grams and some bad programs. So the 
critics of AmeriCorps then took the 
bad programs and started to criticize 
as if this was all of AmeriCorps, as if 
this was the President’s national serv-
ice bill. 

Well, the bottom line is we have 
some great programs. Thank God we 
had these programs for people im-
pacted by Katrina and other natural 
disasters. In my part of the country, we 
have young people who are giving to 
their neighbors, and if you think 
they’re paid, they’re paid a minimum 
wage and they have a stipend they can 
use towards their education. It gets 
them to think about their future and 
get an education. 

But we have people here who will 
say, well, let’s give out Pell Grants, 
we’re going to give out Pell Grants for 
nothing; and yet we have an oppor-
tunity to give out grants that someone 
actually earned. 

I can’t speak more strongly for this 
legislation. I congratulate President 
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